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Der Sir, 3 ; t 
HAVE for ſome t time „ 
opinion, that the cuſtom of 
| preaching Funeral Sermons, and 
making Orations at the inter- 
ment of the dead, took its riſe 
— ſome ſuch practice firſt in uſe among the 
Heathens: Two diſcourſes of this kind having 
been lately publiſhed on the death of the Lady. 
Page, both attended with ſome odd circoum- 
. which I am ſenſible you are no get 
to, they have occaſioned ſome freſh'th 
on this ſubject, the reſult of which I now 
you, together with ſome few obſervations: 5 
| the faid diſcourſes, all which I Lane ſubmit 
to 8 im partial Jo 


A2 +\The 


0 
—4 


7 © ff 4 & a | © A CC de- 


23g 


— * — 


4 "I 


The Egytiant, the dene of Wes: 
were the firſt cultivators of idolatrous wor- 
ſhip, and ſuperſtition after the Flood; they 
were the firſt that gave names to Deities, 
built temples, erected altars, and ſet up ima- 
ges for divine adoration. They were the firſt * 


who aſſerted the immortality of the ſoul, its 


tranſmigration into all. kinds of animals in 
_ air, and ſea, and its return to the hu- 
dy; which they Ayppoſed' to be within 


the term of three thouſand years : Hence * 
IF Mir their very great care in embalmin 


157 dead b odies, (and, their beipg at ch 
OR as ey Were, in building pro- 


5 per repoſitories for em; for they were — 
ſiolicitous about their graves than their houſes : 


This gave birth to thoſe wonders of the world, 


the Pyramids; Which were built for the bu- 

rial aof their kings, with ſuch vaſt charges, and 
almoſt incredible magnificence, the fame 

Whereof has ſfince;ſpread-it ſelf all the world 
over. It cannot — be foreign to m 


Bet pe deſign, to enquire after what manner 
ſe peop le . their funeral Ob 
hich, L find, was as follows. 


— We Mhen the Ebrps was to be buried, the 


te nearoſt a · Kin gave notice of the day, for the 
< funeral to the judges; the relations, and the 
x, friends of the; deceaſed ; and particularly 

gave out, that He, natting the name of the 


Herodot. l. 2.260 4. & Uh Lactant. de Orig: Ecroff 
42. c. 14. er 2. C. 123. 


BY 
& deceaſed, would then paſs the lake. T 
de day being come, more than forty of the 
* judges ſeated themſelves in the form of a 


* 
2 


© ſemicircle by the fide of the lake, where the 
* boat, which is managed by a pilot, whom 
the Egyptians in their language call Charon, 
* being firſt prepar'd for uſe, is drawn up in 


* readineſs. The Veſſel being let into the lake, 
© before the deceaſed's coffin is put into it, 
every one has a liberty to bring in an accu- 
* ſation againſt him. If any one can prove 
©. he has lived a bad life, the judges pronounce 
the ſentence, and the corps is forbid the uſual 
* ſepulture; but if it appears, that the accuſer 
eis guilty of calumny, he's liable to the ſe- 


« yereſt puniſhment. When either there is no 


cc accuſer, or a falſe one, the relations lay 


ec aſide their mourning, and praiſe the deceaſed. 


They make no mention of his deſcent, as the 


& Grectans do, becauſe they reckon that all in 
Egypt are equally noble; but then they re- 
hearſe his education and learning in child- 
hood, and his piety, juſtice, continency, and 


* other virtues in his adult age: be ſeeching the 
& Gods below to receive him into the ſociety - 


of the pious: while the multitude, in the 


mean time, applaud and proclaim the praiſes 


of the deceaſed, as one that is to ſpend an 

& eternity with the godly in Hades, 
In this account it is eaſy to obſerve the firſt, 

rudiments of Funeral Orations, and what was- 


1 Diodor. Sicul. I. . Co 5 75 f 


eie 
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' the ſubject of em, which were aſterwards form- 
i ed into a more polite and regular manner by 
other nations, who received this cuſtom from 
li the Egyptians. Nor can I omit remarking, that 
| _ thoſe funeral ſolemnities were attended, not 
only with Orations in praiſe of the deceaſed, 
but with prayers for him ; which prayers, it 
ſeems, were made by one who perſonated the 
deceaſed; an entire form of one of em is pre- 
ſerved by Porphyry , and perhaps it may, in 
ſome meaſure, gratify your curioſity to recite 
it from him. When, ſays he, they, þ. e. 
© the Egyprians, embalm their deceaſed no- 
e bles, they privately take out the entrails, and 
* laythemup in an ark or cheſt: moreover, a- 
mong other things which they do in favour 
< of the deceaſed, lifting up the ark or cheſt to 
the ſun, they invoke him one of the Li- 
« bitinari; * making a prayer for the de- 
«ceaſed, which Eupbhant us has tranſlated 
cut of the Egyptian language, and is as 
“ follows: O Lord, the Sun, and all the Gods 
4 who give life to men, receive me, and ad- 
mit me into the ſociety of the immortal 
* ones, for as long as I lived in this world, I 
© religiouſly worthipped the Gods whom my 
E parents ſnewed me, and have always ho- 
De Abſtinentia, I. 4. ſect. 10. * Theſe were 
ſort of men who providedevery thing needful for burials, 
s called from the goddeſ5 Libitina, in whoſe temple all 
ſuch things were expoſed to ſale. Vid. Kennet's Antiq. 


Par. 2. B. 5. c. 10. p. 340. 


= 


* noured 


PO: C7) 
* noured thoſe who begat my body: nor have 
& killed any man, nor have I defrauded an 
& of what has been committed to my truſt, 
6 nor have I done any thing which is inexpia- 
'© ble, Indeed, whilſt I was alive, if I have 
< finned either by eating or drinking any thing 
< which was not lawful ; not through my ſe 
have I ſinned, but through theſe, ſhewing 
the ark and cheſt were the entrails were. 
«And having thus ſpoke, he caſts it into the 
© river, but the reſt of the body he embalms 
c as pure. I cant but conclude, that ſuch like 
practices as theſe among the Heathens, hay 
2 — praying for departed ſaints asd 
the Y Ss 8 
1 . go on: The Ereciaus received the 
ſeeds of ſuperſtition and idolatrous worſhip * 


from the Egyptians, thro' the coming of 
Cerrops, Cadmus, Danaus, and Erechtheus, 


into-Greece. The firſt of theſe was the firft 
king of Atbens, from whoſe coming thither, 
the Attic Ara begins; where he firſt * intro- 
duced the worſhip of Jupiter and Mrnerod, 
ſetting up an altar for the one, and the image of 
the other; and among the reſt of the Egyptian 
ouſtoms and laws which he brought along 
with him into Greece, the burial of the dead 
bodies in the earth was one. Of this Cicero 
particularly informs us in the following 
words: They report, ſays he, that from 
Herodot. I. 2. c. 4; & 58. Euſeb. de r. 
Evangel. l. 10. „ ; | 1 2 


f! 12 rr 
11 a © the times of Cecyops, it remained n t n 
1 & 4thensto that day, to bury the bodies of 
il cc their dead in the eart *: "which ſome ſay 
if were laid with the head towards the eaſt; and 
1 others towards the weſt '. But what Cicero 
| - fays, as to their manner of interment, is this : 
That the relations, or neighbours of the de- 
5 ceaſed, laid the body in the ground, and ha- 
« ving caſt theearth over the corps, ſow ed the 
* ground with all manner of grain or fruit; 
<< that ſo the earth might be as the boſom or 
lap of a mother to the deceaſed ; and yet, 
2 being expiated by theſe fruits, might be re- 
ſtor d, or rendered uſeful, to the living. At- 
4 ter the interment, as he further tells us, 
| c followed the epule or | feaſts, at which the 
<< company uſed to appear crown d; when 
0 they ſpoke in praiſe o the dead, ſo far as 
« they — go ny truth, it being eſteem'd 
«a notorious wickedneſs to lic — ſuch an 
& Occaſion . A rule that very well deſerves to 
be obſerved in making panegyricks or encomi- 
Ass on the dead in Funeral Sermons and Ora- 
tions; in many of which, I fear, the bounds of 
truth are too often exceeded, And not only 
at thoſe; feaſts, but even before the company 
departed from the ſepulchre, they were ſome- 
times entertain d with a, n e Nr os 


oy 4k 


dead perſon. 

| e De legibus, . +;prope pe finem. - ® Diogen. Laert. in 
vit. Solon. 2rd 1 C4 i 
* Cicero, ibid. 1 Potter's OW 05 

Bock 4. Chap. 8. 


The 


t - "The Gn foldiers, whe Wen war, had 
"7 not only their tombs adorned with inſcriptions 
y ſnewing their names, parentage, and exploits, 
d but were alſo honoured with an Oration in their 
0 praiſe. Particularly the cuſtom among the A- 


thenians in the interment of their ſoldiers was 


> | as follows *, cis. © They uſed to place the 4 
- © bodies of their dead in tents three days be- -i 
- « fore the funeral, that all perſons might have i 
; * * opp N to find out their relations, and þ 
Jy y their laſt reſpects to them: Upon the 
, 4 Ea day, a coffin of eypreſs was ſent from 


* every tribe, to convey the bones of their 
- © own relations; after which went a covered 
, . © herſe, in memory of thoſe whoſe bodies 
e © could not be found. All theſe, accompanied 
n with the whole body of the people, were 
D + © carried to the publick burying place, call d 
d K Ceramicus, and there interr d. One Ora- 
n <tionw 4 Aron in commendation of them 
7 all, a 
1 
— 
f 
y 
Y 
— 
C 


their monuments adorned with 
6b pillars, inſcriptions, and all other orna- 
©. ments 1 about the tombs of the moſt ho- 
« '\nourablg; perſons. The Oration was pro- 
| \ * no by the e fathers of the deceas d per- 
& ſons, N ho had behaved themſelves moſt vali- 
& antly. Thus after the famous battle at Mara- 
& thon, * fathers of Callimachus, and muægyr 
> rur, es appointed to make the Funeral - 
: ration And upon the return of the day, 
Jo of mn Ibid, 8. ch. xi. P. 103, I95,  " Polemo in 
Le eee 725 tTITapioy Ab 
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_— upon which the ſolemnity was firſt held, the 


TIRING. org orgs fe ons Hd Ln 
From the Egyptians and Grecians, eſpe- 
cially from the latter, the Romang received 
many of their laws and cuſtoms, as well as 
much of their polytheiſm and idolatrous wor- 


te ſame Oration was conſtantly repeated eve» 


Mip. It is well known that the cuſtom of 


making Funeral Orations in praiſe of the dead 
obtain d among them. The manner in which 
their funeral ſervices were performed is as fol- 
gws e: © Upon the eighth day, H. e. after 
the perſons deceaſe, a certain cryer, in man- 
Ener of a bell man, went about the town to 
* call: the people to the ſolemnization of the 
F funeral, in this form of words, _ Exequias 
L. Titio L. Hlio quibus eſt commodum ire. 
Fe fam tempus eſt, ollus ex adibus gffertur. 
* After the people had aſſembled themſelves 
Le together, the. bed being covered. with pur- 
ple, or other rich coverings, the laſt con- 
* clamation being ended, a trumpeter went be- 
ff fore all the company, certain poor women, 
Le called Prefice, following after, and ſinging 
6 ſongs in the praiſe of the party deceaſed: 


. Thoſe that carried this bed, were the next 


Le of the kin, ſo that it fell often among the 
te ſenators themſelves to bear the corps; and 
te becauſe the poorer ſort were not able to un- 


- & dergo the charges of ſuch ſolemnities, there- 


- - © ® Cicerofe Oratore. 


ad e SGodwin's Rom. Hiſt. 
Antholog. I. 2. ſect, 2. c. 21. Roſin. Antig.l. 5. 


„ ( 11) | 
0 9725 were they buried commonly in the dusk 
* of the evening; and hence a ceſpertino tem- 
© pore, thoſe that carried the corps, were 
cc termed vᷣeſp& or ceſÞillones. In the butial 
of a ſenator, or chief officer, certain waxen 
ce jmages of all his predeceſſors were carried 
* before him upon long poles ot ſpears, toge= 
ther with all the enſigus of honour which he 
ce deſerved in his life time. Moreover, if 
any ſervants had been manumized by him, 
© they accompanied the mourners; lamentin 
for their maſter's death. Aſter the corps 
© followed the dead man's children, the next of 
* the kin, and other of his friends, atrati; that 
e is to ſay, in mourning apparel.— The corps 
* being thus brought into their great Oratory, 
called the Roſtra, the next of the kin lau- 
* dabat defunctum pro roſtrit, id eſt, made a 
Funeral Oration in the commendations priti- 
© eipally of the party deceaſed, but touching 
© the worthy acts alſo of thoſe his predeceſ- 
« ſors, whoſe images were there preſent.” ©. 
The account given by a later writer, is 
in theſe words: © In all the funerals of note, 
** ſays he, eſpecially in the publick or indickios 
the corps was firſt brought, with a vaſt train 
*© of followers, into the Forum ; here one of the 
E neareſt relations aſcended the Roſtru, and 
* obliged the audience with an Oration in 
* praiſe of the deceaſed. If none of the kin- 
© Sueton, Jul. Cæſar. c:-6.' + EKennet's Antiq. of | 
Rome, Part 2; B. 5. ch. 10. p. 351. 
N B 2 * dred 


* 
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— — 
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& & dred undertook the office, it was diſcharged 
46 by. ſome of the moſt eminent perſons in the 
"= 5 for learning and 1 as A an 

« reports of the funeral of Sy//a *. nd Tl 
& the younger, reckons B as the 10 addition 
eto the happineſs of a very great man, that 
F he had the honour to be praiſed at his fune- 
4 ral by the moſt t eloquent Tacitus, then Con- 
e © ſul. Which is agreeable to Ouintilians 
« account: of this matter, Nene unebres, G. 
bo « For the Funeral Orations, ſays. he, depend 
* very. often on ſome publick 415 aud by or- 
Aer d ſenate, are many. times given in 
ve cbarge to the magiſtrates, to be performed 
« by themſelves in perſon. The invention of 
be? (. this cuſtom is generally attributed to Ya/e- 
* 13145 Poplicola,: ſoon after the expulſion. of 
“the regal 2 Plutarch tells us, that 
Ks: honeuring bis collegue's obſequies with a Fu- 
« neral Oration, it ſo Eee the. Romans, 


2 thut it became cuſtomary for the beſt men, 


e 70 celebrate the funerals great perſons 
e it h ſpeeches in their co ions. 
Thus Julius Ceſar “, according to cuſtom, 
made an Oration in the Roftra, in praiſe of 
B wite Cornelia, and bis aunt. Fulia, when 
dead; wherein he ſhewed, that his aunt's de- 
ſcent, by her mother's, fide, was from Kings, 
and by her hs - from the Gods. Plu- 


. Elapun, lib 1. Lib. 2. Ep. r „  * Inffit- 
kid. 4-6-9. guet. in Jul. Caſar, c. 6. 


 tarch 


- 


(1) N 
tarch ſays, that He approved of the law 
« of the Romans, which ordered ſuitable 
< praiſes to be given to women as well as to 
« men, after death.” Though by what he 
ſays in another place , it ſeems that the old 
Roman law was, that Funeral Orations ſhould 
be made only for the elder. women; and 
therefore he ſays, that Cæſar was the firſt 
that made one upon his own wife, it not be- 
ing then uſual to take notice of younger wo- 
p men in that way: but by that action, ge 
- gained much favour from the populace, 
4 who afterwards looked upon him, and loved 
/ him as a very mild and good man. The 
f reaſon why fuch a law was made in favour 
f 
4 


” * 1 a * 6—— 
1 


of the women, Liey tells us, was this, 

That when there was ſuch a ſcarcity of money 

in the publick treaſury, that the ſum agreed 

upon to give the Gauli, to break up the ſiege 

ö of the city and Capitol, could not be raiſed, 
, the women collected among themſelves, - and 
| made it up; who hereupon, had not on- 
ly thanks given them, but this additional 

| honour, that after death, they ſhould be 
F ſolemnly praiſed as well as the men 
| — 
| 


which looks as if before this time, only the 
men had thoſe Funeral Orations made for 
. 7 13 10 
But to proceed: This cuſtom of the Raman, 
very early obtained among the Chriſtians; 
De mulier. virtut. in principio. In vit. Cæſar. in 
principio. * Hiſt. ab U. C. I. 5. c. 30. 3 
912. ome 


, 


- 4654. Si * 
2 * 
* * 
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ſome of their Funeral Sermons. or Orations 
are now extant, as that of Euſebius on Con- 
fHantine, and thoſe of Nazianzen on Baſil 
and Caſarius; and of Ambroſe on Falentini- 
an, Theodofius, and others. Gregory, the 
Brother of Baſi ©," made, u et N, a' 

Funeral Oration for Me/itius Biſhop of An- 


» 266þ: in which Orations, they not 'only 


iſed the dead, but addreſſed themſelves 


0 em, which ſeems to have introduced the 
cuſtom of praying to departed ſaints. Now 


theſe Orations were uſually made before the 
bodies of the deceaſed were committed to the 
ground, which cuſtom has been, more or leſs, 


. -continued ever ſince, to this day. 
And now, Sir, having thus far proceeded 


in my enquiries on this ſubject, I cannot but 


conclude, that thoſe rites and ceremonies a- 


mong the Heathens, which have been thus de- 


liver d from one people to another, are what 


have given birth to Funeral Sermons and Ora- 
tions among us Chriſtians; and tho the prac- 


| | tice, no doubt, is conſiderably: improved, and 


cleared of many things which would ſmell too 


rank of paganiſm, and is thrown into a me- 
thod which, perhaps, may be of ſome ſervice 


to Chriſtianity, yet notwithſtanding this new 
dreſs, its original may very eaſily be diſcerned. - 
The method in which the characters of deceaſed 
perſons are given in our Funeral Sermons, /is 


Seocrat. Eccl. Hiſt. 1, 3. c. 9. Onuphrius de ſepel. 


mort. c. 8 © 
» *. * 
% 
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very much the ſame with that obſerved in 
thoſe pagan Orations, where firſt an account is 
given 2 the parentage of the deceaſed, then 
of his education; after that, we hear of his 
conduct in riper years: then his many vir- 
tues are reckoned up, with his generous, no- 
ble, and excellent performances. 
Iwould not be underſtood as tho I condemn'd. 
the practice becauſe of its riſe and original; 
for why mayn't the cuſtoms of Heathens, if juſt 
and laudable in themſelves, and no ways per- 
nicious to Chriſtianity in their conſequences, be 
followed by us Chriſtians ? And ſeeing we are 
come into this practice, there's one thing we 
ſhould take care to follow them in, and that 
is, not to make thoſe Sermons or Orations 
for every one; but for thoſe only whoſe cha- 
racters are diſtinguiſhing, who have been e- 
minently uſeful in the world, and in the 
church of Chriſt. The old Heathens only 
honoured thoſe with this part of the funeral 
ſolemnity, who were men of probity and 
juſtice, or renown'd for their wiſdom and 
knowledge, or. famous tor warlike exploits: 
This, as Cicero informs us, being part of 
the law for burials, which : dire&s, that the 
praiſes only of | Honourable perſons ſhall be 
mentioned in the Oration The Jets alſo 
make Funeral Orations in praiſe of the par- 
Honoratorum virorum laudes in concione memoran- 
tor, &c. De legibus, I. 2. prope ſinem. f Buxtorf. Jud. 
Synag. c. 49. Leo. Modena. Haft. 7 the rites, cuſtoms, 
&, of the preſent Jews, Par. 5. c. 8. ſect. 4. 
4 ty 


nnn, . 
ty deceaſed, provided he's a perſon of note, 
ora man of worth and value amongſt them, 
ſach as the miniſter of the congregation, or 
the like, It would be much more agreeable, if 
our funeral diſcourſes were not ſo common, and 
i the characters given of the deceaſed were 
more juſt ; devoid of that ful ſom flattery, with 
Which they too oſten abound. I would not be 
underſtood, as though I thought the deceaſed 
Lady, whoſe funeral ſermons have occaſion'd 
this Eſſay, was a perſon undeſerving of ha- 
ving her memory perpetuated this way, or that 
What is there ſaid of her is not juſt and true, 
As for ſcripture hiſtory, I cannot, Sr, re- 
collect any paſſage which gives countenance 
to our practice, unleſs that ſhort oration of 
David's, at the grave of Abner, may be 
judg'd of this ſort, 2 Sam. iii. 33, 34. Joſe- 
Phus* ſeems to have this view of it, when 
he ſays, David buried him very magnifi- 
cently, and compoſed funeral Lamentations 
for him. 1 10 \ 19 
And *tis obſervable, that Cucceius, in his 
Funeral Oration on Maccovius, after he had 
remarked, that the Practice was agreeable, 
not only to the antient Cuſtom of that Uni- 
verſity, before whom he delivered it; but 
alſo to the Cuſtoms of the Atbenians and Ro- 
mans, who judged it very ornamental and 
profitable to the Commonwealth, to praiſe 
thoſe who had been famous in peace or war: 
> tmiTepics ovſyegl us Seires: Antiq. lib. 7. OR 


he 
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he further directs his auditors to Dacids E. 
um on Saul and Fonathan, in 2 Sam. i. 17, 
70 and to the anniverſary lamentation of the 
Javghters of Hrael fot the daughter of Feph- 
thab, in Fadges xi. 40. in favour of this cuſtotn. 
But, with ſubmiſſion, I take it, that theſe in- 
ſtances will rather juſtify the uſe of funeral 
odes, than of furitral ſermons and orations. 
And now, Sr, Ii, I thought, I ſhould not 
treſpaſs too much upon your patience, I would 
briefly enquire into the riſe and original of our 
funeral elegies and odes, which are likewiſe 
made to perpetuate the memory, and celebrate 
the praiſes of the dead. Who were the inven- 
tors of elegy is very uncertain, for Horace tells 
us it was controverted in his time, and leſt un- 
determined by the criticks*. As to the origi- 
nal of the name, the Grecians' © had a cu- 
ce ſtom of drawling out their words, and re- 
* peating the Inter jection, #, f, e, & with tears; 
« and hence, if we may credit the Sh, 
upon Ariſtophanes *, funeral lametitations 
were called ﬀcy9, Blegjes, 0 
With reſpe& to ſinging at the interment of 
the dead, Macrobius fays, © It is eftabliſh'd 
© by the practice of moſt nations or countries, 
* ho do it upon this perſwaſion, that after 
© the deceaſe of the body, the ſoul returns to 
© the original of the ſweetnefs of maſic, B. C. 
© to heaven” : And tis no great difficulty to 
b De arte poetica. i Potter's Archeolog. Grac. 
Vol. 2. par. 4. ch. 5. * Avibus' 7Somn. Scip. I. 2. c. 3. 
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collect ſome inſtances of this kind. | 

Potter ſays on this head, that the Eræci- 
ans ® had mourners and muſicians to en- 
© creaſe the ſolemnity : theſe Homer calls 
* #epyus Ypirey, becauſe they endeavoured 
to excite ſorrow in all the TPO, by 
beating their | breaſts, and counte 
“ all the actions of the moſt real and paſſio- 
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„ nate grief. They are likewiſe termed, 
E 203, re gowoͤdl, Cc. from the. ſongs they 


- ſung at funerals. Of theſe there ſeem to 


© haye been three, one in the proceſſion, ano- 
* ther at the funeral pile, a third at the 
* grave. The pipes or flutes they made 


uſe of at thoſe ſolemnities were thoſe of the 
Garian, Myſian, -Lydian, and Phrygian ori- 
ginal. 11 Aae ö N 


„ Thoſe who were killed by Elephants, 


<. either in the hunting of them, or in Battle, 


E. #/ian informs us, were buried very ho- 
« 'nourably, and had certain hymns ſang in 
their honour by the Lybians. The argu- 
* ment of theſe hymns was, That thoſe were 
* valiant men, who engaged with ſuch a 
* beaſt ;and that the beſt funeral ornament was 
* todie gloriouſſr. fly, $44 2 
What was the cuſtom of the antient Ro- 
mans in the burial of their dead, is ſufficiently 
notorious : It has been already obſcrved, that 
at the funeral proceſs, certain poor women, 
called Prefice, ſung ſongs in the praiſe of the 
© ® Potter's Antiq. Vol. 2. Var, Hiſt. I. 12. c. 55. 
$1403 e | | party 
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party deceaſed ; theſe women were hired. for 
this purpoſe, making a trade of it, and getting 
their livelihood by it. Beſides theſe, there were 
alſo, Siticines, and Tibicines. © The name 


© Siticines, A. Cellius derives from fitus 


ce and can, from ſi inging to the dead: They 
* were of two ſorts, ſome ſounding on the 
* trumpet, others on the flute or pipe. That 
* the trumpets had a ſhare in this ſolemnity, 
ce we learn from Virgil, in the funeral of 
* Pallas, Eu. xi. 


* Fxoritnr clamorgue vi rum, e tu- 


„„ won 
And from Propertins, Tab 2. Eig. 5. CEE 


« Ah! mea tum quales caneret li, o 
« thia, ſonnos 


c Tibia, funefta triſtior illa iuba. Ad is ic 


ce Suetonius * mentions the Tibie, in "the 
c funeral of Julius Ceſar, and Seneca in that 
ce of Claudius * ; and Ovid ſays of himſelf i in 


S plain words, 


« Tnterea noſtri id agant "iſe trifle libelli * 


« Tibia funertbus convenit 1fta-meis ". 
Triſt, 5. Eleg. 1. 


Cicero * ſays, It was the cuſtom, not only 


that the praiſes of deſerving men ſhould be men- 


o Kennet's Antiq. k 2. b. 5-P- 345: ? Lib. 20. c. 3. 


C. 84. Vid. 0 1 prope fin. 


tioned 


W 8 * 
tioned in the oration, but alſoꝰ that Tibiei· 

F nes, or pipers ſhould follow thoſe eommen+ 
<:-dations with ſongs, called Nænis; which 
4 is the name the Greczans give to mournful 
e fongs”. Theſe Neniæ were the ſame with 
the ( Nuge of Plautus, in bin 


; Ns, Og: V 
Hee ſunt non n1uge, num enim mortualig. 


+ Both which may be underſtood of thoſe 
ſongs which were ſung in praiſe of the dead, 
at the time of their interment; for the word 
Nuge is an Hebrew word, tis uſed in Erpb. 
3. 18. I will gather j them that are ſor- 
rorvful, which Ferom not underſtanding, ima- 
gined it was the latin word Nuge, and accord. 
ingly rendered it ſo; whereas it comes from 1» 
which ſignifies to be ſorrowful, and here intends 
ſorrowful perſons ; and in Plautus, mournful 
fongs. Now becauſe a great many weak and 
fooliſh things were ſaid in thoſe ſongs, as there 
are in many of our elegies, and funeral odes; 
the words Nug and Neniæ are frequently 
uſed for ſilly and trifling things. 

So likewiſe among the Grecians, © Fune- 
d& ral dirges were called 22: whence 71- 
c Auer is expounded in Heſychius by S . 
© to mourn; and 712uice ze is another name 
« for mourning women; hence alſo zz TzA&ua'- 
e ſignifies empty and wortbleſs things, and 


f Afinaria. . Potters Antiq. bp 
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&- 4 9 is proverbially apply d 
2.5 01 id and ſenſeleſs compoſitions Fo | 
Fetus, which tis highly probable, they recei- 
ved from ſome of the neighbouring nations, 
for they were a people always fond of fol- 
lowing the ceremonious practices of the Hea- 
thens; they had their m3p3, or mourning 
women, which were the ſame with the Prefice 
of the Romans,” and the reyulpenn of the 
Grectang, juſt now mentioned, who by their 
ood bs naked . — and 0 4 
voice, m the affections, an — 
duced n as well as ſet tt the 
praiſes of the dead in their ſongs or funeral 
odes, being hired by the relations of the de- 
ceaſed for theſe purpoſes. Maimonides ſays, 
That the heirs of the deceaſed were obliged 
to give them a reward. The manner in which 
they perform'd thely doleful ditties was this, 
"Firſt one ſpoke, then all the reſt an- 
ſwered. Of theſe mourning women, and 
what they were to do, we read in Fer. ix. 17, 
18, 19, 21, 22. where the Lord by the pro- 
phet, not as approving, but deriding the 
practice, ſays, Con/ader ye, and call for the 
mourning women, that they may come, &C. | 
\ > Beſides theſe mourning women, they alſo 
made uſe of minſtrels and pipes, of theſe we 
read in Matt. ix. 23. Pipes and ſuch like 


» Hilchot Ebel. c. 12.1. 1. v Mocd Katon, c. z. 
9. R. David Kimchi lib. Shoraſh. rad. hp. 


inſtru- 
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inſtruments of muſick, were uſed. by them at 
their * funerals, as well as at their marriages; 
and according to their Rabbins , even the 
pooreſt man in rael, when his wife died, ne- 
ver had leſs than two pipes, and one mourn- 
The Chriſtians indeed, inſtead of theſe pa- 
gan and jewiſh cuſtoms, have ſubſtituted: the 
practice of ſinging of pſalms before the corps, 
at the burial of the dead; a practice which pre- 
vailed very early, and has been approv'd of 
and eſtabliſned by Emperors *, Popes, Fa- 
thers, and Councils, and is continued, in many 
places, to this day; and I can't but be of 
opinion, that theſe laſt rites and ceremonies 
among the Heathens, have given birth to our 
elegiac Verſes, and Odes ſacred to the memory 
of the dead. Whether David's Elogium on 
Saul and Jonathan, and the anniverſary ce- 
lebration of the caſe of Fephthabꝰ's daughter by 
the daughters of rael beforemention'd, to- 
her with the lamentations of Jeremiah, 
and thoſe of the ſinging men and ſinging wo- 
men on the death of Zoſeah, give any coun- 
tenance to theſe kind of performances, I ſhall 
4˙“AN . 
But leaving theſe enquiries, I ſhall now, 
Sir, preſent you with my thoughts on thoſe 
two Funeral Diſcourſes, which have been the 


1 5 Bava Metzia. c. 6. ſect. 1. Shabbat. Cat. ſect. 4. e 
Cetubot. c. 4. fect, 4. Vid. Roma ſubterranea, 


Tom. 1. I. I. c. 19. 
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occaſion of this eſſay. I ſhall begin with 
Mr. Harriſon's ſermon, not only becauſe it 
was firſt preached and publiſhed to the world, 
but becauſe another diſcourſe, prepared on 
the ſame ſubject, and for the ſame purpoſe, 

was obliged to give way to it; on which 

account, one might reaſonably have expected, 
that this would have been a very valuable and 
excellent performance, if not an extraordina- 
ry one; that it would have been fill'd with 
ſolid divinity, judicious thoughts, ſtrong rea» 
ſoning, and good learning ; when, on the con- 
trary, 1 am bold to ſay, there's neither law 
nor goſpel, good learning, nor good ſenſe in 
it; nothing but rant and a meer jingle of words: 
here appears no more divinity in the ſermon, 
than there does humanity in his conduct; tis 
an empty, jejune, trifling work. The Apo- 
ſtle Paul, he ſays , had a fine imagination, as 
well as a ſolid judgment. Indeed he had, 
and, I ſuppoſe, he means, that they both ap- 
pear 2 in the * text, the ſubject of 
this diſcourſe; and ſo they do, but it will 
de exceeding difficult to obſerve any thing like 
either throughout the whole diſcourſe upon 
it. One would have thought, that a man in- 
ſiſting on ſo fruitful a text, could not have 
failed of expreſſing himſelf as fully and largely, 
both on the nature of the grace and doctrine 
of faith, had he underſtood either, as the 
bounds of a ſingle diſcourſe would admit of. 
Sermon, p. 8. Which is 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. 1 
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e notice taken, either of We 
poſtle's faith, or any others, but 4 Rudiobs con-. 


ppears, throughout the whole, even to 
avoid thoſe deſcriptions of the people of God, 
which are taken from their faith : inſtead 6f 
which, we have the ſincerely good, the 8 
followers of the lamb, A's profeſſors, the 
good mam, Ide birtuous man, deb. But 1 had 
almoſt forgot that this ſermon was calculated 
for the polite part of the town, to wha 
thoſe ſounds, believers, converted 'perſms, re- 
generate ones, '&c. are as diſagreeable, as the 
characters expreſſed by em are unſuitable; He 
tells us ©, that by the faith, which the Apoſtle 
ſays he had kept, © 'tis natural, in this place. 
to underſtand the doctrine of the Goſpel.” 
It would have been well if he had thought fit 
to have given us ſome account of it, and not 
to have run out in thoſe wild excurſions ano- 
ther way, which are foreign from his text, 
andthe doctrine of the goſpel ; for he is not 
contented ſilently to paſs over the great 
doctrines of faith, but throws out his indi- 
pres crudities to the ſhame and reproach of 
em, nay in direct oppoſition to them, ſome 
hae of which 15 juſt obſerve to you. 
Hl give you his entire paragraphs, that I may 
not in the leaſt injure him, or curtail his ſenſe. 
And the firſt faulty paragraph I ſhall take 
notice of, we have p. 17. which is as-follows, 


* — the Apoſtle had deſeribed his © own 
* Sermon, © 


1 con- 
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* &ndudt, which had ſomething peculiar tö 
© his publick ſtation, though he had been 
viewing a crown, the tuftre of which Ws 
c y bertr u proportion to his attainments und 
K 7xhouys ; yet he intimated, that in ſome 
* things, there was an agreement between 
4c his caſe, and that of chriſtians in general; 
te both as to ſervice and reward.“ In what is 
here ſaid, I am very much miſtaken, if he has 
not obſcur d the luſtre of the grace of God, 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, the purchaſe of the 
Redeemer's blood, and the crown of life” it 
ſelf, as well as put too great a luſtre upon 
the attainments and labours of a creature; for 
what proportion can there be between the 
crown of life, and the beſt performances of 
men ? There is a proportion between ſin and 
death, but none dann eternal life and 
works of righteouſneſs which we have done: 
The wages, the juſt wages of ſin is death * 
but eternal life is he ile of Gba, through 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord, The whole of our 
falvation, from firſt to laſt, is wholly owing 
to the grace of God, excluſive of, and in cott- 
tradiſtinction from any fort of works what- 
ever, performed by mortals. The choice of 
perſons to this crown, is an inſtance of ſpecial 
and diſtinguiſhing grace, for which reaſon 'tis 
called an election of grace ; upon the men- 
tioning of which, the Apoſtle argues after this 
nervous manner *, if it be of grace, then is it 
Rom. V1, 23. ” Rom, xi. 5, 6. | 
by - | #9 


e 

u more of work, otherwiſe grace is no more 
grace; but if it be of works, then is it no 
more of grace, otherwiſe work is no more work. 
And in another place: we are juſtified freely 

by his grace, through the, A 6a that is 
in Chriſt Feſus. The pardon of our ſins⸗ 
is according to the riches.of his. grace, ſo is 
our regeneration, and final perſeverance; and 
the finiſhing of the whole Work of falvation; 
will be attended with the ſhouts of Angels an 
Saints , crying, grace, grace unto it : for tis 
not by works of righteouſneſs which we have 
done; but according to his mercy, be bath ſa- 
wed us by the wing, f regeneration, and th 

9 


„ 
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which gives a perſon an undoubted right and 
title to it“, being juſtified by his grace, we 
are made heirs according to the hope of. eter- 
nal life. Without this there will be no ad- 


f Rom. iii. 24. Eph. i. ). b Zech. iv. 7. 
2 Tit. 111, 5. * Tit. A- 7. 
| ; miſſion 
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miſſion into God's kingdom and glory, let a 
man's labours and attainments be what they 
will, for if he's deſtitute of this he's an unrigh- 
teous perſon, and 7he'unrighteous ſhall not in- 
Berit the kingdom of God. Thoſe who are 
found without this wedding garment, though 
they may have propheſied in Chriſt's name, 
and in his name haet caft out devilt, and 
done many wonderful works ; yet the judge 
will ſay to them, I never knew yon, depart 
from ins je that wor iniquity; and will give 
orders to ind them hand and foot, and caſt 
them into outer darkneſs where will be weep- 
ing and Face teeth ; wherefore, to ſay, 
that the luſtre of the crown of righteouſneſs 
is to bear a proportion to the attainments and 
labours of a ereature, without taking any man- 
ner of notice of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
which is our only title to this crown, be- 
tween both which, there is the moſt juſt and 
adequate proportion, is to obſcure the luſtre of 
is einten 

gain, the luſtre of this crown is to bear 
ro ortion to the purchaſe of Chriſt's blood, 
and not to the attainments and labours of men; 
for if 747 hreonſnefs *, life and happineſs, me 
by the law, and men's obedience to it, then 
Chriſt is dead in vain.” Mr. Richardſon, in 
his * ſermon, has well obſerved, that one ret - 

1 1 Cor: vi. 9. m Matt. vii. 22, 23. * Matt. xxl. 
11, 12,1297 Gal. ii. 21. Page 13. N. B. This 
is the ſermon which was obliged to give way to Mr. 
Harriſon's ingenious one. „ 
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ſon why this crown. is called a crown of r 
ouſneſs is, * becauſe Chriſt has purchaſed it; 
“ and thus God, as a juſt and righteous God, 
te confers.it, There's no degree of happineſs, 
“ adds he, to be ehjoyed in a future world, but 
% what Chriſt has paid a valuable price for, 
te therefore heaven is called, The purchaſed 
be poſſeſſion,” Now. between this valuable 
price of Chriſt's blood, and the luſtre of the 
crown. of righteouſneſs, there's a juſt propor- 
tion; but none between that, and the attain» 
ments and labours of men; to fay then, that 
the luſtre of this crown is to bear a proporti- 
on to theſe, without taking any notice of the 
purchaſe of Chriſt's blood, is to obſoure the 
fultre and glory of it. Befides, ſuch a way of 
ſpeaking muſt obſcure the luſtre of the erown 
it ſelf; for what luſtre can there be in that 
crown which only bears a proportion to the 
attainments and labours of men, When their 
beſt * righteouſneſs is as filthy rags, and they 
themſelves are as an unclean thing se: But to 
fay, that it bears a proportion to the riches of 
God's grace, to the royal robe of Chriſt's righ- 


teouſneſs, to the invaluable aſe of his 
Mood, is to ſpread, to iner and ſet off in 
the beſt manner, the luſtre of this crown. 


Moreover, ſuch an expreſſion as this, puts too 
cat a luſtre upon the attainments and labours 
of a creature, tho thoſe attainments and la- 
bours may be never ſo great and conſiderable: 


= Eph, i. 14. Ila. Ixiv, 6, 
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indeed;the apoſtle Paul's were of this kind; 
yet I'm ſatisfy d, he never entertained ſuch an 
opinion of them as to imagine, that the luſtre of 
the crown of righteouſneſs he was viewi 


Was to be proportioned to them. When he 


himſelf with the other apoſtles of 
Chriſt, he ſays *, 1am the leaſt of the apoſtles, 
that. am not meet to be called an apoſtle, ho- 
cauſe I perfecuted the church of God, but by 
the grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace which was beſtowed upon me, Was nut 
in 2ain'; but I laboured more abundantly than 
they all. yet obſerve how he corrects himſelf ; 


yet not I, but the grace of God which was 


with me. And when he was obliged to make 
mention of his own attainments and labours; 
in the vindication of himſelf, againſt the inſults 
and reproaches of falſe apoſtles ; yet how of- 
ten does he call himfelf a Foot * for it, and his 
juſt defence a ſpeaking fookiſhly in this confi- 
dence of boaſting ? He was very well appri 

that tho' he knew nothing by himſelf *, yet he 
was not bereby juſtified; that his right and ti- 
tle to the crown of life did not lie in thoſe 
things. He accounted that all his attainments 
and labours, whether before or after conyerſi- 
on, were but % and dung, for the exceh 
lency of the knowledes of Chrift Jeſus his Lora. 
And indeed, there's no more proportion be- 
tween our beſt performances and eternal I. iſe, 


e x Cor. xv. 9, 10. f 2 Cor. xi. 16, 17, 27, 23. 
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can there is between a cromm and a dung- 
Hill. Vea, he reckoned, that his ſufferings." 
for Chriſt, which were the greateſt as well as 


— 
-+ 
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the pureſt part of his ſervice for him, were 


nt worthy to be compared uuth the glory which 
Pall he resale: So little reaſon had Mr. Har- 


riſon, from the apoſtle's mouth to conclude, 


that he hud been viewing a crown, the luſtre 


of which"was to bear a proportion to his at- 
#amments and labour. But no more of this. 


I go on to conſider another faulty para- 


graph of his, which you'll find in p. ao. it 
runs thus, „Should it not then raiſe our 
Wonder, to the higheſt pitch, that br-wwill 
c feęcompenſc us for theſe ſhort ſervices, which 
ge arg very imperfect, with an incorruptible 
ce grote? That he will ſend his only begot- 
“ ten Son from his throne: in heaven, to meet 
ce us, and conduct us to everlaſting manſions ꝰ 
e yell might St. John ſay God 1s love”; 


The ſame ſpirit of error appears in this as in 
the former paragraph; but if any thing, it ap- 


pears here more barefac d: He acknowledges 
that our ſervices are hort, and very imper fett; 
and yet ſays, that God will recompen/e us far: 
them; and that with an incorruptible crown: 
Alas, what profit and advantage can our 
ſhort and imperfect ſervices be to God, that he 
ſhould recompenſe us for them after this man- 


ner! Mu bath firſt gicen to him, and it ſhall 


A Rom: viii. 18. b = I J ohn iv. 8. 
Rom. xi. 34. 4 : 
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be recompenſed unto him again ? Herily, there 
is. a reward for the righteous ; but not for: his 
own righteouſneſs ſake, but ſor the righte- 
-ouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to him, which only 
can truly and properly denominate him 
righteous man. In keeping. of the command» 
ments of God, there is great reward even 
in this world, but not for keeping of them; 
much leſs in that which is to come... God in- 
deed does reward his own grace which 
he has beſtowed upon his people, and there- 
fore faith, hope, confidence, G. have 
'a great recompeuſc of reward even now, 
and will be found unto praiſe and honour 
and glory at the appearing af Cbriſt; but 
God never rewards his people for their ſer- 
vices, tho he rewards em in his ſervice; 
for when they have done all they can, they 
have done but their duty, and muſt acknow- 
lege themſelves *. unprofitable:ſervants.' Hea- 
ven is indeed called the reward.! of the in- 
Beritance, and ©. the recompenſe: of the re- 
ward ; but as the Apoſtle Paul ſays, * the re- 
ward is not reckoned of debt, hut of grace. | 
Give me leave, Sir, to tranſcribe one pa- 
ragraph more, which is in p. 21. Let me 
therefore, ſays he, recommend this to you 
<« with the greateſt earneſteſs, that you would 
& naw ſecure the favour of your judge : if 
* pfal. Iviii. 11. * Pfal. xix. T. „ Heb. x. 
33. I Pet. i. 5. * Luke xvii. 10. Col. iii. 
24. Heb. xi. 268. * Rom. iv. 4. 2 an 
| & you 


_— n 
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will confeſs, that it deſerves 3 
. © gards, whatever the language of your 
practice has been.“ If by the favor of 
de judge, he means the love of Jeſus Chriſt 
doo ſinners, that is not to be ſecured now; nor 
does it need any ſecurity from creatures, 
Chriſt fixed his love upon his people before the 
world began: When there was no depth, nc 
fountains abounding with water, while as yet 
God had not the earth, nor the fields 
wor the higheſt part of the duſt of the tworld, 
Chriſt was rejoicing. in the habitable parts of 
Di earth, and his Zelights were With the — 
of men; and theſe have continued with t 
ever ſince; for having * loved bis own which + 
ore in the world, be loved them to the end. 
There's no danger of loſing his love and fa- 
vour where it is once fix d, for tis like him- 
ſelf, the ſums yeſterday, to day, and for ever *, 
HM There can be no alteration made in it, nor 
any ſeparation from it, for 2959” or what 
| | | ſhall ſeparate from the love of Chriſt ? But if 
by ſecuring it, he means getting an evidence, 
- @ manifeſtation, a knowledge of intereſt in his 
love, why muſt the ſpirit of God be neg- 
lected as uſcleſs ? and why is the creature ſet 
to work for it alone, without any hint of gra- 
cious aſſiſtance from him, eſpecially when 
it is his peculiar work * to 7ake of the things 
u Prov. viii. 24, 26----3t. John xiii, 1, * Heb. 
ni. 8. Rom. viii. 35. John xvi. x5, | p 
"* | 0 


E N 
df Chriſt, and beo them to us; the love of 
Chriſt *,, and ſhed it abroad in us; and ſo to 
direft our hearts into it, that © we may be able 
to. comprebend with all ſaints what ts the 
breadth, and * and depth; and height, 
and to know the love f Chriſt which * a 
knowledge. Again, if by the favour of the 
judge, he means the favourable regards of 
Chriſt, conſider'd in that character to crimi- 
nals, and that thoſe favourable regards are 

to be ſecured by their application to him, 

'tis a vile reflection on him, as the judge of 

the whole earth, who always will do right; 
whoſe judgment is, and ever will be, accord- 

ing to truth, not to be govern'd by favour and 
affection to any. He is of quick underſtand- 

ing in the fear of the Lord, he will not 
judge after the fight of his eyes, neither re- 
prove after the bearing of bis ears, but with 
righteouſneſs Will He judge the poor, and re- 
prove with equity, for the meek of the earth, 
He is not to be bribed with any of the gifts, pre- 
ſents, or ſervices, that any of his creatures are 
capable of bringing him; his favour is not 

to be ſecured by any method of theirs © : Mall 

Be efteem their'riches? No, not gold, nor all the 
forces of ſtrength. Could they give him thou 
ſands of rams, or ten thouſands of rivers of 

oil, theſe would not ingratiate em into his fa- 
vour: all their repentings, cries and tears, can 


a Rom.v. 5. 2 Theſſ iii. 5. © Eph. iii. 18, 
19. II. xi. 3, 4. Job xXxxvi. 19. | 
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never work upon his affections; nor can all 
their ſervices and performances recommend 
em to his regard: Nothing ſhort of a perfect 
righteouſheſs, anſwerable to the dercn 
law by which all ſhall be judged, will be ta- 
ken notice of by him. If he of his own grace 
and fayour, as a Saviour, does not ſecure 
them by cloathing em with his own righte- 
ouſneſs; they can never ſecure his favour, as 
a judge, by any thing they can do. The 
ſaints themſelves will be admitted into hea- 
ven, not by the favour of the Fudge, but by the 
righteonfueſs of the Redeemer ; their acquit- 
tance before men and-angels, will not be an 
ac of favour but of righteouſneſs. The ſame 
degree of ſtrict juſtice will appear in the aw- 
ful procedure with them, as with others t; 
for we muſt all appear before the judgment 
your of Chriſt, that every one may receive the 

2 dont in his body, according to that he 
2 done, whether it be good or bau: and at 
this bar, their only ſecurity will be the righ- 
teouſneſs of the Son of God, which will be 
ſufficient, according to the ſtrict rules of; ju- 
ſtice, to anſtoer for them. If therefore Nr. 
Harriſon has any regard to the falvation of 
the ſouls of men to whom he preaches, he 
ought to direct them, not to ſeek the favour 
of the judge, but the grace and LA n 
of the Redeemer. 


f, 5 — v. 10. 
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1 I ſhall not, Sir, trouble you any longer 
with remarks of this kind. I can't but obſerve, 
that this is the uſual ſtrain of Funeral Sermons 
publiſh'd| to the world; for which reaſon I 
cannot have the greateſt opinion of them. I 
muſt confeſs there are ſome exceptions from this 
obſervation, and 1 take Mr. Richardſon's ſer- 
mon to be one, which was preached upon the 
ſame ſubject, and for the ſame purpoſe as this. 
'There are many things in it, which I perſwade 
my ſelf. will be grateful and pleaſing to you. 
Il juſt give you ſome few hints, which ſhew 
his regard to the doctrines of the Goſpel. 
In p. 18. he gives a plain intimation of his 
faith in the doctrine of election; a doctrine 
that has always been a burthenſome ſtone, an 
immoveable rock to all its adverſaries, where 
ſpeaking of the glories of heaven, he has 
theſe words, There, ſays he, the whole 
% ELECT of Jeſus, who have lived in the 


different ages, and dwelt in the ſeveral 


e corners of the world, ſhall make one glo- 
e rious body, one triumphant aſſembly ?: 
In p. 14. he expreſſes himſelf on the head of 
Chriſt's ſuretyſhip engagements, and underta- 
kings for his people, and his compleat perſor- 
mance. of them, after this manner: As 
* the Redeemer failed not in any part of his n- 
* dertakings for his people, agreeable to his 
* own engagements, ſo the Father has obliged 
& himſelf to beſtow all the glory and felicity 
upon Bis ſeed, which he has n for 
2 * them, 


(36) 
„them.“ Which is a brief ſummary of the 
covenant of grace. 5 | 

Again, p. 12. ſpeaking of the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, he has expreſt his ſentiments 
very judiciouſly, © When, ſays he, the Chri- 
* ſtian hath made the greateſt advances in ho- 
* lineſs, he cannot but reflect upon the whole 
ce of his conduct with ſhame and bluſhing : 
F tis in the righteouſneſs of the Redeemer on- 
* ly, we can appear ſpotleſs at the throne of 
& God; this is the Chriſtian's ſole dependance, 
te this his joy, this his comfort, under a view 
* of his own imperfections, even this, that 
e he has a righteouſneſs to truſt to, and de- 
te pend upon, which is equal to all that the 
c law has demanded,” This one ſingle para- 
graph, I'll venture to ſay, is worth Mr. 
Harriſon's whole ſermon. | 

In P. 22, he aſeribes the work of grace in 
its implantation and exerciſe, to the Spirit of 
God, and aſſerts the abſolute neceſſity of it, 
to the performance of good works with accep- 
tance ; where, ſpeaking of the meetneſs or 
. fitneſs of ſaints for Chriſt's appearance, he ſays : 
This, divines call either habitual or actual; 
by the former, they underſtand thoſe graces 
that accompany ſalvation, and are implanted 
in the ſoul by the holy Spirit, whereby they 
* are turned from darkneſs to light, and 
te from the power of Satan unto God. And by 
ee the latter, a lively exerciſe of thoſe graces 
k implanted by the Spirit; for grace in the 


*, foul 
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none can be performed acceptable unto Y 
God.“ And in p. 11. he ſays, that God 
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E ſoul is an active principle, and the beſt teacher 


* of good works, without which indeed, 


* carries on this work, notwithſtanding all 


cc difficulties and oppoſitions, with victorious 


3 


& efficacy. He aſflerts, in p. 10. the neceſ- 
ſity of © receiving ſtrength from Chriſt for 
< performing the ſeveral parts of evangelical 
© obedience. And in p. 9. gives his thoughts 
of the final perſeverance of the faints, in 
theſe words: © Many ſnares are laid in the 
ce Chriſtian's way to hinder his progreſs to- 
« wards heaven; yet is he enabled to walk 
cc agreeable to the rules which Chriſt has pre- 


< ſcribed, without being led away with the 


ce error of the wicked, or falling from his 
5 own ſtedfaſtneſs.” 

Theſe, Sir, I preſume, are the reaſons why 
this diſcourſe was {lighted and diſcourag'd, and 
deſign d to be ſtifled in the Embryo, never to 
have ſeen the light; the above doctrines not 
being agreeable to the taſte of the polite part of 
the town ; But ſure I am, they are ſo to every 
one that has taſted that the Lord is gracious : 


And J am very glad to obſerve, that they were 


to the Lady deceaſed. I think that part of her 
character, which Mr. Richardſon has given, 
adds a glory to the whole of it, when he tells 
uss: © Her hopes of everlaſting life, as ſhe de- 
* clared to him, were entirely placed on Chriſt 
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A2 and; his righteouſhels, pling. theſe words, 4B 


by there we are ſafe." 


4 But, Sir, before WE, Imuſt beg loave 


to return again to Mr. Harriſon. He has been 
pleas d to favour us with the Oration which he 


| 1 d at the grave. I ſhall not trouble you 


with remarking his unguarded ſentences; his 


l thoughts, and mean compliance to a cer- 
' tainſet o men, which are too viſible in it: I on- 


Y chink, tis pity he had not publiſhed his own 
prayer, and the Lord -Prayer, with the be- 
nediction at the end of it, which it ſeems were 


alſo delivered at the time of interment, and 


then we ſhould have had a compleat form of 


; "W ſervice for the burial of the dead. He ob- 
fees to us, that © the ſeryice frequently per- 


<« formed amongſt the diſſenters at the. burial of 
« the dead, „is in this form, whereas there 


are but very few diſſenters in the nation that 


uſe any ſer vide at all, at the burial, of their 


+ . dead, but in this city of Landon; where the 


greateſt part alſo make no Orations at ſuch 
umes, and ſome of thoſe that do, make no 

yer at all, and ſtill fewer uſe the Lord's. $» 
rayer; But perhaps, our Orator, is in ex- 


ky pectation of making this practice, in ww 
| more common by his example. 


- He has alſo publiſhed an Ode, {ſacred to the 
memory of the deceaſed Lady: I confeſs, Sir, 


: have but little judgment in poetry, yet Im 
ready) to conclude, tis the, beſt of theſe his 
performances. EN. 
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In the dedication of his ſermon to the wore *, = 
thy Gentleman, and Lady, there addreſſed, be 
appeals to their ſenſes, that it was compoſed 
at their requeſt, tho in order to be preached 
by another; and therefore it is very cautiouſly 
expreſſed: areqneſt, ſays he, which was con 
trary to my expetation, and, indeed, an un- 
heard of one, and which a man of any ho- 
nour, would never have complied with; tho 
he has the vanity to add, * but: founded on 
c reaſons which both to you and to me, fine 
language! appear to be capable of the fulleſt . 
& 9jnajcation.” And pray now, What were 
theſe reaſons? Why, ſuſpicions of Mr. Ri- 
 "ch##aſor's ability to compoſe, preach, and 
publiſh a ſermon, which might be acceptable. 
What little reaſon there was for thoſe ſuſpi- 
cions, the world is now capable of judging, . 
ſeeing the diſcourſe is made publick ; and you, 
Sir, may eaſily conclude, from the few hints 
I have extracted out of it. Mr. Harriſon tells 
them, a very ſmall time was allotted him for fi- 
9 . diſcourſe; time enough, unleſs it had 
been better performed. He goes on with com- 
pliments upon Sir and Madam, and concludes 
with praying for them, that they might long 
enjoy together the bleſſings of an indulgent pro- 
o1dence, that they might be eminently uſeful,” 
and extenſwely happy; which, by the help of 
tranſpoſition, would make a beautiful ſentence; 
and that at /aft, they might receive @ diftin= 
. guſhing crown but whether he ns 3 
| 11 
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” of: Fubjoin' to this, that Ia 
mot have been amiſs, if he 
muity to have; acknowledged, - 
-  radter- which he gave in his ſermon of the d | 
' ceaſed Lady, was drawn up by this Saane 
. I to Whom the cheaten; is made; whers- 


OLED n, Without be hint bg it. 
1 „And now, Sir, T thall detain you no tc 
3 e ae freedom I have taken wich yon. 
5 I's reading theſe lines gives you any. a> 
Aiden or the publiſhing of "ern wage 

„ means to reform this vain man, 1 ſhall <a 
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N F. Ricbaraſon is entirely ere 
1 - "the contents of this Letter, that he knows. f- 
WE: King of ; any. writing to you on this abe, 
| nor. of my deſign to do nor has he in we 


rehend it wand 


He has publiſhed it to the world: as hö 2 
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